KBS MSP teaching units




Thank you for volunteering to participate in the MSP teaching units this school year.  You can download copies of all of the teaching materials and student assessments at the Environmental Literacy Website: http://edr1.educ.msu.edu/EnvironmentalLit/index.htm
If you have any questions about the teaching units, assessments or supplies, please contact the strand coordinator!  

For Carbon: Jonathon schram25@msu.edu
For Biodiversity: Jennifer dohertyjh@gmail.com
For Water: Sara parrsar1@msu.edu 
As part of the teaching experiments, your students will take an assessment before and after you do the teaching unit (pre- and post-assessments).  The assessments should take about 30-40 minutes. You can choose to use our online system or copy the assessments and have your students use paper tests. We request you try to have students take the pre-assessments within two weeks of starting the unit and the post-assessments within two weeks of ending the unit. 
Doing the assessments online

If you would like to use the online system, you will need to contact the strand coordinator so they can create your account (if you don’t already have one) and schedule they can assign you the correct assessment.  Please provide the coordinator with the approximate dates you plan on having your students take the pre and post assessments.  A student instructions handout is on the third page of this document.  Students in the past have struggled with the login creation and typing in the website address accurately so we think providing the instruction sheet will significantly speed up the process. 
Information about student logins:
•
Login and password are less for security and more about tracking individual test takers (however, names are NOT associated with answers in any visible way—this information is in the database but blind to researchers)

•
Email addresses will ONLY be used to send forgotten passwords; please have the students use yours.

•
You will not receive an email confirmation; logins are immediately active.

· It is important students remember their logins for when they do the post-assessment.  We have found the easiest way to do this is to have students create logins in a similar way.  You may also want to record your students’ login and passwords in a notebook so you can remind them, if needed, at the end of the unit. 
· If you are doing more than one teaching unit (e.g. both carbon and biodiversity) you students should use the same login.
Some important information to tell your students before the test:

1.
Please answer questions thoroughly using the most technical/science vocabulary and knowledge as possible.

2.
Once you click submit on a question, you cannot go back. Please do not try to use forward or back buttons on your browser.

3.
They are participating in a national study of how students understand concepts related to the environment.  By participating they will be helping researchers and teachers come up with better ways to teach and prepare students for their future academic careers and their lives as citizens.  We are truly grateful for their assistance.
During the test…

· Please ensure the students are taking the right test!  Look at the assessment name at the top of the page—it should indicate Carbon, Water or Biodiversity.  If they have the wrong test, have them exit and start again.

•
If students have questions about word meanings, please answer them and either take note of what they asked and send it in an email to your contact researcher (this is important information as we revise questions) or have the student make a note in their response that they needed to ask for clarification.
Important information for you:
· If you are doing the Biodiversity unit, we would appreciate it if you could find some time to take the pre-assessment yourself.  We have greatly changed the assessment from the summer and need teacher answers to help us to set the upper anchor.  You can choose MSU, Jennifer Doherty, and college graduate when you take the test either at school or from home.
•
When you login to the website, you should be able to see your students’ responses (though you cannot see who belongs to which response.  We are obligated by our Institutional Review Boards and privacy laws keep the answers we receive anonymous. Thus, we cannot provide your students’ answers associated with their names. You can only get a sense of your class performance overall. Thus, please do not plan to use online assessments as tests for grades.)  Click on “My Students’ Responses” and choose TE 2010 Biodiversity Pre- or Post-Test. Follow the instructions on the screen to get a tab-delimited text file. Download it to your hard drive and open it in Excel. It will probably be a bit ugly. Reformat as you’d like. 
Doing the assessments on paper
Download the assessments from the Environmental Literacy website.  The same assessment is used for both pre and post.  For each strand there may be multiple forms of the assessment (e.g. A, B).  Please copy equal numbers of all forms and distribute them randomly to students for both the pre and post tests.  Students may or may not get the same form each time.  When you have finished the unit and your students have taken both pre- and post-assessments, please contact the appropriate strand coordinator so we (or a GK-12 fellow) can pick up the assessments.  Be sure to label which assessments are pre and which are post.

Some important information to tell your students before the test:

1.
Please answer questions thoroughly using the most technical/science vocabulary and knowledge as possible.

2.
They are participating in a national study of how students understand concepts related to the environment.  By participating they will be helping researchers and teachers come up with better ways to teach and prepare students for their future academic careers and their lives as citizens.  We are truly grateful for their assistance.

If students have questions about word meanings, please answer them and either take note of what they asked and send it in an email to your contact researcher (this is important information as we revise questions) or have the student make a note in their response that they needed to ask for clarification.
The Biodiversity strand assessments require students to see pictures in color.  If you would like to use paper assessments for Biodiversity, please contact Jennifer and she will loan you a re-usable classroom set of the pictures in color.

Instructions for using the online system for the first time
You will be using an online assessment.  It will take you 30-45 minutes from start to finish.
1.
Go to the website: http://ibis-live.nrel.colostate.edu/MSP/Home.php
2.
Click “Register” on the left menu and fill in the necessary information:


First Name: yourfirstname


Last Name: yourlastname


Initials: First: yourfirstinitial Middle: yourmiddleinitial Last:yourlastinitial 


State: Michigan


Email: your teacher’s email address


Login: yourfirstinitialyourlastname


Password: yourfavoritecolor
Confirm Password: yourfavoritecolor
 
Data use agreement: Check “I accept”
3.
After registering, go to “Take Tests” on the left menu.

4.
Choose appropriate state (Michigan), strand (Carbon, Water, or Biodiversity), school, teacher and grade from the drop-down menus.

5.
Click Start Exam.
Instructions for using the online system after the first time

You will be using an online assessment.  It will take you 30-45 minutes from start to finish.
1.
Go to the website: http://ibis-live.nrel.colostate.edu/MSP/Home.php
2.
Enter:


Login: yourfirstinitialyourlastname


Password: yourfavoritecolor

If you forgot your login or password, ask your teacher for help.
3.
After logging in, go to “Take Tests” on the left menu.

4.
Choose appropriate state (Michigan), strand (Carbon, Water, or Biodiversity), school, teacher and grade from the drop-down menus.

5.
Click Start Exam.
